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Sponsor Delegates from Developing Countries to 
the World Congress

 

She practices as a home visitor and works 
with families with children aged birth 
to three who are at risk for disorders 
in emotional and social development. 
Her clients are primarily self-referrals or 
paediatrician referrals. Families are diverse 
in culture, ethnicity, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds. She is an Adjunct Faculty 
in the Education/ Early Childhood 
department at Central New Mexico 
Community College in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. USA. Additionally, as an endorsed 
Infant Mental Health mentor, she provides 
Reflective Supervision to practitioners in 
New Mexico.

As part of her own private consultancy 
practice she works closely with three 
teams of Maternal and Child Health 
Nurses and is the external consultant/
supervisor to Maternal and Child Health 
Nurses, employed by the Council. She is 
also employed by different departments of 
the Royal Children’s Hospital, in particular 
the Paediatric Palliative Care Program 
and Paediatric Psycho-Oncology.  She 
wrote two papers in the book, «Baby as 
Subject; New Directions in Infant Parent 
Therapy», edited by Frances Thomson Salo 
and Campbell Paul, Stonnington Press, 
Melbourne, 2007. 

Co-chairs: Maree Foley, Affiliates Council 
Representative, Martin St-André, Affiliates 
Council Chair

By Pälvi Kaukonen, Executive Director,  
Tampere, Finland, ed@waimh.org, Kaija 
Puura, Associate Executive Director, 
Tampere, Finland, congress@waimh.
org and Minna Sorsa, Administrative 
Assistant,Tampere, Finland, office@waimh.

org

Dear WAIMH members, 

Only 11 weeks to the 14th WAIMH World 
Congress in Edinburgh June 14-18, 2014. 
Congress preparations have proceeded 
very well with the Local Organizing 
Committee and the Conference Secretariat 
In-Conference. We are going to have 
an excellent scientific program, great 
plenary speakers, good social programme, 
warm  «baby people» atmosphere and 
colleagues from all over the world to share 
experiences, new ideas and details of our 
daily work. At the moment more than 
1200 participants have registered to the 
Congress. 

From the Kauppi Campus 

-News from WAIMH Central Office

Senior clinician presenting case 
material and acting as supervisee:

Ms. Sarah J. Jones is a Member of the 
Australian Association of Social Workers, 
a Clinical Member of the Victorian 
Association of Family Therapists, and a 
Member of the Australian Association of 
Infant Mental Health. 

Her background was originally in 
Psychiatry Social Work. She trained in 
Family Therapy at the Tavistock for several 
years. On her return to Melbourne she 
trained with as a Couples Therapist and 
worked for 15 years at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital in Melbourne. She now teaches 
on the Graduate Diploma of Infant Mental 
Health/RCH University of Melbourne. 

Sponsor a Delegate 
Programme
Professor Astrid Berg and the Local 
Organizing Committee of the WAIMH 2012 
World Congress in Cape Town created a 
Sponsor a Delegate Programme, which 
offered sponsorships to infant mental 
health professionals from developing 
countries with the help of donations from 
organizations, companies and individual 
WAIMH members.

Currently many countries around the 
world are in a very difficult economic 
situation. Colleagues from these countries 
have contacted the WAIMH Central Office 
expressing severe difficulties in funding 
their participation. 

Firstly WAIMH decided to offer a special 
participation fee category to countries in 
the World Bank categories low, middle and 
upper middle. Secondly, we are launching 
a new Sponsor a Delegate Programme, 
in which you all can participate by 
donating money. We are wishing to 
receive donations from individual 
infant mental health professionals, our 

Affiliate Associations and from your 
departments and clinics. Our colleagues 
from developing countries (World Bank 
classifications low - upper middle) can 
apply for sponsorship, which will cover 
their participation fee, gala dinner and 
accommodation for two nights. The local 
organizing committee, lead by Professor 
Jane Barlow, will set up a subcommittee 
to make the decisions according to 
applications. More information and all 
materials will be available at the congress 
website www.waimhcongress.org as 
well as our own website www.waimh.
org. Please participate in the Sponsor 
a Delegate Programme and help us to 
support delegates from developing 
countries to participate - every donation 
counts!

WAIMH membership and 
Infant Mental Health Journal
Please consider joining WAIMH if you are 
not a member or remember to renew 
your WAIMH membership for the year 

http://waimhcongress.org/exhibition-and-sponsorship/sponsor-a-delegate/
http://www.waimh.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=3298
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Reviewed by Julie Weatherston, USA

For our Babies: Ending the Invisible Neglect 
of America’s Infants is a new book by J. 
Ronald Lally, Co-Director of the Center 
for Child & Family Studies at WestEd in 
Sausolito, California. The book is a clarion 
call to reform current policies and practices 
to protect and nurture babies in ways 
that increase their chances for healthy 
development. For Our Babies: Ending the 
invisible Neglect of America’s Infants:

* Describes how current policies are failing 
infants and toddlers

 
* Includes testimony from 
developmental psychologists, child 
care providers, and health and mental 
health professionals

 
* Shares the hopes, worries, and 
frustrations of American parents

 
* Provides recommended supports 
and services as well as economic 
justification for investing early

“This book will bring to light the harmful 
aspects of America’s treatment of its 
babies that have been invisible to most 
of us. It will share research about recently 
discovered sensitive periods in infant 
development, during which particular 
environments and experiences are needed 
to prevent developmental damage. It will 
present the current realities American 
families face with negotiating pregnancy, 
dealing with delivery, and handling care 
at home during the earliest months, 
and searching for and securing out-of-
home child care. It will share the words 
of parents who are desperately trying 
to patch together services so that their 
children won’t be damaged by their 
absence during critical bonding times or 
receive low-quality care. It will show how 
the informal supports (e.g. availability of 

A New Resource:
For Our Babies: Ending the 
Invisible Neglect of America’s 
Infants, J. Ronald Lally (2013) 

extended family, one parent at home) 
that many families of the past relied upon 
when raising children have disappeared 
and how the United States, unlike many 
other countries, has not developed formal 
supports in their place. It will present 
the work of distinguished economists 
that shows how attending to early 
development can actually save the country 
money.” –From the Preface by J. Ronald 
Lally

This book is part of the For Our Babies 
initiative. Visit the website, which includes 
an author blog, 

For Our Babies | Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/ForOurBabies

Book review2014 if you haven´t already done so. The 
Professional membership rate is $75.00 
annually and Student membership $45.00. 

Members (professional and student 
members) may purchase the Infant 
Mental Health Journal at a very reduced 
subscription rate: $50 (USA), $52.50 
(Canada, including $2.50 tax), or $62.50 
(international orders). The journal is 
a remarkable membership benefit 
including also the online journal access. 
Wiley has also developed a new type of 
subscriptions, which is the online option 
$40.00 worldwide.

Because the goal of WAIMH is to extend 
influence into countries where infant 
mental health services have not yet 
developed and where there is a lack of 
knowledge, WAIMH has Beacon Club 
scholarships to offer by application to 
colleagues in developing countries. A 
Beacon Club scholarship includes a yearly 
WAIMH membership and the subscription 
of Infant Mental Health Journal. The 
application materials are available on our 
website. 

Social media
 
WAIMH is planning the way of being 
present in the social media. We will be 
inviting you all into the network this 
summer. We believe that the goals of 
WAIMH can be further improved by 
attendance in the modern channels, 
where most of you are already present, the 
Facebook, Twitter and You Tube.

Join us in Edinburgh with more than 
one thousand enthusiastic infant mental 
health clinicians and researchers. You are 
all warmly welcome to share the unique 
WAIMH atmosphere. This time in addition 
to the traditional singing together we will 
also have a ceilidh, an evening for dance! 

Pälvi Kaukonen

Kaija Puura

Minna Sorsa

https://www.facebook.com/ForOurBabies%E2%80%8E%20

